
Survey： N=13 

• What is the most inspiring work on institutional theory you would recommend to others? 

Geoffrey Hodgson (2001) The evolution of institutions: an agenda for future theoretical research 

Geoffrey Hodgson 2000 What is the Essence of Institutional Economics? Journal of Economic Issues, 34(2), 317-329. 

Geoffrey Hodgson M., 2015 On defining institutions: rules versus equilibria. Journal of Institutional Economics, FirstView, 1-9. 

Elinor Ostrom  Understanding Institutional Diversity (mentioned by 3 participants) 

Elinor Ostrom 2000. Collective Action and the Evolution of Social Norms. J. Econ. Perspect. 14, 137–158. 

Elinor Ostrom, 1990 Governing the Commons 

Avner Grief  Institutions and the Path to the Modern Economy (by 2  participants) 

Daron Acemoglu & James 

Robinson 

Why nations fail (2) 

Goodin (1996) the theory of institutional  design. Cambridge, 

Fukuyama The Origins of Political Order 

Williamson, Oliver E., 1985 The Economic Institutions of Capitalism. The Free Press, New York, London. 

 

North, Douglass C., 1990 Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge 

Coase, Ronald H., 2012 Saving Economics from the Economists. Harvard Business Review, December, 1. 

Menard, C., 2014 Institutions and Organizations: Bridging the Gap 

Journal of Institutional Economics 

Spiller, Pablo T., 2013. Transaction cost regulation. Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, 89, 232-242. 

Mariana Mazzucato The entrepreneurial state 

Paul Collier The bottom billion 

Jan Luiten van Zanden The long road to the Industrial Revolution: Institutions and capital formation in Europe in a global 

perspective 

Auke van der Woud (2006) Een Nieuwe Wereld: Het ontstaan van het moderne Nederland. 

Fritz W. Scharpf (1997) Games Real Actors Play. Actor-centered Institutionalism in Policy Research 

 

� What is the scholar you most disagree with in terms of institutional theory? 

 

the simplistic neoclassical ones  



March & Olson’s theories gives less attention to the rational limitations of human behavior by focusing more on 

the roles defined for the actors and less on their internal motivations 

Jan Rotmans  

Acemoglu and Robinson 

(three people) 

By attempting to reduce the complexity of national performance outcomes to 

institutional quality, the authors oversimplify the bio-geographical factors which (to me) 

obviously play an affect. I recognize that these factors exert a small force, so that they 

are hard to measure. But they operate over a long term, and so are ultimately very 

powerful.    

Jeffrey Sachs  

 

� What are the vital elements in your definition of institutions? (please cross out one option) 

      
                    

Total 

YES 

Total 

NO 

Institutions can be externally and 

intentionally designed YES YES YES YES NO YES Depends YES NO YES YES YES 9 2 

Institutions result from autonomous, 

emergent and endogenous evolution YES YES YES YES YES YES Depends YES YES YES YES YES 11 

 Institutional change is characterized by 

equilibrium NO NO YES NO NO  YES Depends Depend NO NO NO YES 3 7 

Privatization, formalization and democracy 

determine institutional performance YES YES NO NO YES  NO   NO NO NO YES YES 5 6 

 

� What has been the most valuable academic association for you personally for the study of institutions? (i.e. in terms of conferences, academic exchange, etc.) 

EAEPE (mentioned three) European Association for Political Economy http://eaepe.org/ 

AFEE The Association for Evolutionary Economics (AFEE) http://afee.net/ 

IASC International Association for the Study of the Commons http://www.iasc-commons.org/ 

ISNIE International Society for New Institutional Economics http://www.sioe.org/ 

EASST European Association for the Study of Science and Technology http://easst.net/ 

SHOT Society for the History of Technology http://www.historyoftechnology.org/ 

WINIR World Interdisciplinary Network for Institutional Research http://winir.org/ 



Alberta Institutions 

Conference 

Alberta Institutions Conference  http://albertainstitutions.com/ 

 

TBM Colleagues    

   

 

� If a follow-up to this workshop is organized, e.g. international workshop, seminar or conference, which (international) scholar would you like to invite? 

Pablo T. Spiller University of California http://faculty.haas.berkeley.edu/spiller/Research.html 

 

dr. Frank van 

Laerhoven 

Utrecht University http://www.uu.nl/staff/FSJvanLaerhoven/0 

 

Daron Acemoglu MIT  (by 2 participants) http://economics.mit.edu/faculty/acemoglu 

Mariana 

Mazzucato 

Professor in the Economics of Innovation, University of Sussex 

 

http://marianamazzucato.com/ 

Geoffrey M. 

Hodgson 

(by 2 participants) http://www.geoffrey-hodgson.info/ 

 


