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In parallel to decades of relentless urbani-
zation, the Chinese government has, with 
much less fanfare and global attention,  
been dramatically redefining its countryside. 
The countryside has been foundational to 
modern Chinese politics: The establishment 
of the People’s Republic of China in 1949  
was largely a victory of Mao’s organized and 
rebel ling countryside over the city; the 
nation’s subsequent leaders have all had 
strong rural ties. With continuous investment 
in infra structure and poverty alleviation un-
matched by Western counterparts, China’s 
stage-setting for urban-rural connections  
in the 21st century might be unanticipated  
by the rest of the world. The UN’s World 
Population Prospects report suggests that  
in this decade the Chinese countryside, 
together with the rural population in Africa, is 
facing the strongest demographic transition—
from rural toward urban habitation—in the 
world. The UN predicts that 300 million people 
will move from China’s countryside to cities 
before 2050. However, a combination of 

political investment, a radical embrace of  
the internet, and recent migration movements 
challenges the supposedly global urban destiny 
of mankind. Given the current diffi culties in 
infrastructure affecting the livability of urban 
areas, with large cities like Shanghai and 
Beijing struggling to maintain their popu la tions, 
China’s political system has been actively 
rebalancing its spatial planning toward the 
countryside. There’s a growing desire for 
community-based living in both off- and online 
communities. A new generation in the country-
side might be giving a totally new direction 
to what China will look like.Chinese Villages: 
A New Era is the result of a three-year 
collaboration between AMO and the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing. It shows how 
China is shaping the future of its countryside: 
how a mix of state and market interventions 
directs digital trans formation, agricultural 
technology, tourism, and culture in reestablish-
ing the role of, and life in, the countryside.  
—Stephan Petermann, RK, Lv Pinjing, Shi 
Yang, Li Shao Jun, Vivian Song, Zhu Pei





ATLAS
The extreme growth of Chinese cities in recent decades eclipsed an equally radical development of China’s 

countryside. Next to the United States and the EU, the new Chinese countryside forms an enhanced interaction of 
rapidly expanding infrastructure; growing agricultural, forest, and energy production; new rural domestic tourism; 

and a digital service economy, while simultaneously facilitating standstill through natural and cultural 
preservation.
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This atlas gives a context to the de-
velopment of the Chinese countryside 
from the 1970s onwards. Rapid growth 
of different layers of infrastructure are 
juxtaposed against an international 
backdrop of development in the US and 
the European Union to read the dramat-
ic changes in the have shaped China’s 
landscape in the last 50 years. 

Where the development of infrastruc-
ture presents stark contrasts between 
the United States and China, other time 
global phenomena show striking simi-
larities ranging from the creation of new 
sustainable energy sources, siumilar 
urban and rural migration patterns, the 
spur in countryside tourism and the 
importance of cultural and natural preser-
vation. 
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State craft: How the Chi-
nese Government Works
Annotations by Prof. Peter 
Ho and Prof. Jiang Jun, 2019

While China’s political system is often 
viewed in western media as a mono-
lithic stronghold, closer examination 
reveals a more complex interplay of 
various forms and levels of govern-
ment at work. As a result of long-term 
experience in planning infused by 
bottom up initiative it is system in 
constant flux, always reevaluating 
and reshaping its role as state for the 
nation.
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China’s rural policy

Different levels of government produce 
the regulatory and policy framework for 
the ongoing development and reju-
venation of the Chinese countryside. 
State-level policy provides the basis 
for lower-level authorities to propose 
concrete solutions for local conditions, 
developed in consultation with local res-
idents—most policy documents receive 
yearly updates within the overall frame-
work of five-year plans. This overview 
shows the policy documents currently 
guiding countryside development on the 
state level, with more than 20 ministries 
involved, ranging from the Ministry of 
Agriculture to Information Technology, 
and in policy areas ranging from tour-
ism, cultural heritage, art, and sports to 
land reform and agricultural technology 
development.

  Opinions of the CPC 
central committee and the state 
council on strengthening reform and 
innovation to speed up agricultural 
modernization

China’s program for rural poverty 
alleviation and development

 Opinions of the state 
council on accelerating the devel-
opment of energy conservation and 
environmental protection industries

 Opinions of the 
state council on steadily advancing 
the reform of rural collective property 
rights system

Thirteen Five-Year plan’s Poverty 
Alleviation Program 2017 Opinions 

of the CPC central committee and 
the state council on deepening agri-
cultural supply-side structural reform 
and accelerating the cultivation of 
new drivers for agricultural and rural 
development  

 China’s 
transport development

Compilation of 
no. 1 documents of the CPC central 
committee and the state council on 
the work related to agriculture, rural 
areas and farmers

 Opinions 
of the CPC central committee and 
the state council on strengthening 
efforts to balance urban and rural 
development and further consolidate 
the foundation for agricultural and 
rural development

 Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on mediation and 
arbitration of disputes concerning 
contracted rural land operation

Communique 
of the second plenary session of the 
19th CPC central committee

 Opinions of strengthening eco-
logical and environmental protection 
and resolutely tackling key problems 
in pollution prevention and control
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